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IRIEIF'OIRT. 

LAND  OFFICE  OF  MARYLAND, 

Annapolis,  November  ist,  1899. 

To  his  Excellency ,   Lloyd   Lowndes, 

Governor  of  Maryland : 

Sir: — I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
business  transacted  in  the  Land  Office  of  Maryland  for  the 
two  years  ending  September  30,  1899,  with  some  suggestions 
which  I  hope  the  Legislature  will  carefully  consider,  as  they 
all  tend  to  the  preservation  of  the  valuable  records  therein 
stored,  and  the  more  efficient  conduct  of  the  Office  by  the 
Commissioner  and  his  assistants. 

THE  OBJECT  AND  VALUE  OF  THE  LAND  OFFICE. 
The  object  and  value  of  the  Land  Office  is  not  generally 
understood  by  our  people.  In  it  are  preserved  the  most  im- 
portant records,  documents,  chancery  proceedings,  maps  and 
other  valuable  papers  collected  by  the  Province  and  State, 
since  the  office  was  created  in  1680.  The  Land  Office,  there- 
fore, must  be  considered  as  the  fountain  and  depository  of  the 
primitive  muniments  of  title  to  all  the  landed  property  in  the 
State — in  which  respect,  the  surveys  returned  to,  and  the 
patents  recorded  in  it,  together  with  the  chancery  records, 
constitute    Maryland's    Domesday    book,   in    which    a   more 
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accurate  description  of  all  the  lands  of  the  State  is  to  be  found 
than  of  the  lands  in  the  records  of  any  country  whatever.  By 
the  Acts  of  1780  and  1781,  all  the  lands  belonging  to  British 
subjects  were  confiscated  to  the  use  of  the  State,  and  with 
these  lands  Maryland  rewarded  the  officers  and  soldiers  who 
faithfully  served  in  the  revolution  in  the  Maryland  Line. 
The  Act  of  1 78 1  created  a  Land  Office  for  the  Western 
Shore,  and  another  for  the  Eastern  Shore,  and  placed  each  of 
them  under  the  direction  and  care  of  a  Register.  In  1841 
these  two  offices  were  consolidated,  and  the  present  Land 
Office  was  established  at  Annapolis.  By  the  Constitution  of 
1 85 1,  the  "Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office"  was  created  and 
directed  to  perform  the  duties  formerly  discharged  by  the 
Chancellor,  Register  and  Examiner-General,  and  to  act  as 
Judge  in  caveat  cases.  In  1853  the  General  Assembly  passed 
an  Act  declaring  the  Court  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Land 
Office  to  be  a  Court  of  Record.  The  Act  of  1862  and  the 
Constitution  of  1864,  made  the  Commissioner  of  the  Land 
Office  the  keeper  of  the  Chancery  Records  and  the  ante- 
revolutionary  and  revolutionary  papers.  By  the  Constitution 
of  1867  he  was  further  required  "to  collect,  arrange,  classify 
and  keep  all  papers,  records  and  relics  connected  with  the 
early  history  of  Maryland." 

Besides  performing  the  duties  required  by  the  Acts  men- 
tioned, the  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office,  among  other 
things,  has  to  issue  warrants;  to  make  searches;  to  furnish 
copies;  to  prescribe  rules  and  regulate  the  conduct  of  Surveyors 
in  making  surveys  and  returning  certificates  and  plats;  to 
examine  and  pass  upon  certificates  returned  to  his  office  by 
Surveyors  and  to  hear,  examine  and  decide  upon  all  caveats 
which  come  before  him  as  Commissioner. 
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Warrants  have  been  issued  as  follows: 

Common  warrants 28 

Special  warrants 38 

Special  warrants  of  resurvey  ...  12 

Special  warrants  of  escheat 6 

Special  warrants  of  Proclamation .  3 

Total  87 

Of  these  warrants,  60  have  been  executed. 
Certificates  of  survey  returned,  60. 

PATENTS  ISSUED. 
Fifty-three  patents  have  been  issued,  granting  five  thousand 
four  hundred  and  five  acres  and  fourteen  perches  of  land,  of 
which  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty-three  acres,  three 
rods  and  twenty-seven  perches  were  vacant  land.  A  complete 
list  of  said  patents  is  subjoined: 
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EXTRACTS  OF  DEEDS  AND  INDEXING. 

By  the  Act  of  1874,  all  books  containing  deeds  and  trans- 
fers of  soldiers'  lots,  and  all  other  land  record  books,  then  in 
the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  were  trans- 
ferred to  the  Land  Office,  and  it  was  made  the  duty  of  the 
Commissioner  to  receive  and  have  the  custody  of  all  the 
books  and  extracts  aforesaid,  and  of  all  other  extracts  of  deeds 
which  might  hereafter  be  transferred  to  his  office,  and  to  give 
certified  copies  of  such  deeds  and  extracts,  and  to  make 
searches  for  the  same  when  required.  By  the  same  Act  the 
Circuit  Court  Clerks  of  the  respective  counties,  and  the  Clerk 
of  the  Superior  Court  of  Baltimore  City,  were  required  to 
make  extracts  of  deeds  in  a  certain  form  therein  prescribed, 
and  to  "transfer  the  same  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June, 
xn  each  3Tear,  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office,"  whose 
duty  it  was  made,  by  the  next  succeeding  section  of  the  Act, 
to  "receive  and  carefully  file  among  the  records  of  his  office 
all  extracts  of  deeds  transferred  to  him  by  virtue  of  this  Act, 
and  all  such  as  shall  hereafter  be  transmitted  to  him  by  the 
Clerks  of  the  Circuit  Courts  of  this  State,  and  when  he  shall 
have  received  a  sufficient  number  of  such  reports  from  the 
same  county  to  form  a  record  book  of  the  proper  size,  he  shall 
cause  the  same  to  be  well  and  substantially  bound  in  leather 
and  placed  among  the  records  of  his  office."  By  the  Revised 
Code  (section  6,  page  522),  the  Judges  are  required  to  examine 
the  Land  Records  of  their  respective  counties,  and  to  see  that 
the  Clerks  perform  these  duties.  By  the  Act  of  1876  it  was 
made  the  duty  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office  to  have 
indexed  the  extracts  of  deeds  deposited  in  his  office,  and  to 
continue  the  indexes  as  the  extracts  came  into  his  possession. 

It  was  the  purpose  of  the  Legislature  in  requiring  these 
extracts  to  be  made  and  preserved  to  guard  and  protect  the 
muniments  of  land-title  from  destruction  by  carelessness  or 
fire,  and  the  fact  that  the  Record  Offices  of  St.  Mary's,  Cecil, 
Dorchester,  Harford,  Calvert  and  Baltimore  counties  were 
destroyed  by  fire,  with  all  their  records,  attests  the  wisdom  of 
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having  such  copies  to  supply  loss  and  prevent  the  trouble  and 
confusion  which  would  arise  from  the  loss  of  record  evidence 
of  the  title  to  land.  In  the  course  of  over  two  hundred  years 
the  extracts  of  deeds  have  grown  to  an  enormous  bulk,  and 
were  until  the  passage  of  the  Act  of  1876  without  indexes 
later  than  181 5.  For  the  continuance  of  the  indexes  to  date 
the  Act  of  1876  was  passed.  Without  such  indexes  the  ex- 
tracts are  practically  valueless,  for  without  them  it  would  be 
almost  impossible  in  the  vast  number  deposited  in  the  Land 
Office  to  find  in  a  short  time  any  particular  record  of  title. 
The  payments  made  to  the  Court  Clerks  for  recording  deeds  in 
the  county  or  city  where  they  are  placed  on  record  includes  the 
cost  of  making  the  extracts,  and  the  second  record  of  title  to 
each  tract  of  land  preserved  in  the  Land  Office  is  made  with- 
out additional  cost  to  the  owners  of  the  property. 

The  indexes  of  the  extracts  of  land  title,  which  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Land  Office  is  required  to  have  made  under,  the 
Act  of  1876,  are  full  and  complete.  The  name  of  the  grantor 
and  grantee  and  the  name  of  the  land,  if  any,  are  indexed  in 
separate  volumes.  The  clerks  employed  in  making  the  indexes 
are  not  paid  regular  salaries,  but  receive  pay  for  the  amount 
of  labor  actually  performed. 

THE  RECORDS  OF  THE  OFFICE. 
The  records  in  the  Land  Office  now  embraces  the  following: 

Land  Office  Records,  proper 331  vols. 

Provincial  and  General  Court  Records  142     " 

Chancery  Records  and  Dockets 220 

EXTRACTS    OF    DEEDS: 

Miscellaneous,  Series  M.  S.,  1  to  12,  1788  to  1823, 

and  indexes 14  vols . 

Miscellaneous,  Series  A.  G.,  1  to  19,  1792  to  1815, 

and  indexes  21     " 

Miscellaneous,  Series  B.  H.,  1  to  35,  1815  to  1849, 

and  indexes 39     " 

Allegany  County,  19  volumes  and  4  indexes 23     " 
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Anne  Arundel  County,  22  volumes  and  3  indexes..  25 

Baltimore  City,  442  volumes  and  43  indexes 485 

Baltimore  County,  155  volumes  and  11  indexes 166 

Baltimore  County  and  City,  105  vols.,  11  indexes..  116 

Calvert  County,  3  volumes  and  2  indexes 5 

Caroline  County,  11  volumes  and  2  indexes 13 

Carroll  County,  20  volumes  and  4  indexes  24 

Cecil  County,  15  volumes  and  3  indexes 18 

Charles  County,  7  volumes  and  3  indexes 10 

Dorchester  County,  10  volumes  and  3  indexes  13 

Frederick  County,  97  volumes  and  10  indexes 107 

Garrett  County,  4  volumes  and  2  indexes 6 

Harford  County,  25  volumes  and  4  indexes 29 

Howard  County,  16  volumes  and  2  indexes 18 

Kent  County,  14  volumes  and  2  indexes 16 

Montgomery  County,  23  volumes  and  4  indexes 27 

Prince  George's  County,  16  volumes  and  4  indexes  20 

Queen  Anne's  County,  13  volumes  and  3  indexes..  16 

Somerset  County,  18  volumes  and  3  indexes 21 

St.  Mary's  County,  8  volumes  and  3  indexes ir 

Talbot  County,  10  volumes  and  3  indexes 13 

Washington  County,  38  volumes  and  7  indexes....  45 

Wicomico  County,  5  volumes  and  2  indexes  7 

Worcester  County,  13  volumes  and  3  indexes 16 

Charles  County  Court  and  other  records 71 


ols- 


Total,  2,088 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  are  45,000  certificates  of  sur- 
vey and  12,415  bundles  of  chancery  papers,  and  a  very  large 
number  of  maps  and  miscellaneous  papers.  More  than  eleven 
thousand  certificates  have  been  jacketed,  numbered  and 
indexed,  and  about  1,000  chancery  cases  have  been  likewise 
treated. 

Appendix  No.  1  contains  a  list  of  the  I^and  Office  books 
with  their  respective  contents,  etc. 
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EXTRACTS  OF  DEEDS. 

Extracts  of  deeds  from  Baltimore  City  and  the  several 
counties  of  the  State  have  been  transmitted  to  this  office  in 
compliance  with  Sections  54  and  55  of  Article  [7  of  the  Code 
of  Public  General  L,aws  as  follows: 

Allegany  county — complete  to  September,  1899. 

Anne  Arundel  county — complete  to  April,  1899. 

Baltimore  city — complete  to  April,  1899. 

Baltimore  county — complete  to  October,  1898. 

Calvert  county — no  extracts  in  this  office  from  18 17  to  1882, 
excepting  from  December  5th,  1863,  to  June  1st,  1867,  and 
from  December,  1873,  to  June,  1875.  Extracts  complete  from 
June,  1882,  to  May,  1899. 

Caroline  county — complete  to  May,  1899. 

Carroll  county — complete  to  January,  1897. 

Cecil  county — complete  to  July,  1899. 

Charles  county — complete  to  June,  1899. 

Dorchester  county — complete  to  January,  1898. 

Frederick  county — complete  to  February,  1899. 

Garrett  county — complete  to  June,  1899. 

Harford  county— complete  to  December,  1898. 

Howard  county — complete  to  May,  1899. 

Kent  county — complete  to  June,  1899. 

Montgomery  county — complete  to  January,  1899. 

Prince  George's  county,  complete  to  1890. 

Queen  Anne's  county  —complete  to  June,  1899. 

St.  Mary's  county — complete  to  June,  1899. 

Somerset  county — complete  to  May,  1899. 

Talbot  county — complete  to  June,  1899. 

Washington  county — complete  to  June,  1899. 

Wicomico  county — complete  to  February,  1895. 

Worcester  county — complete  to  January,  1899. 

THE  MILITARY  LANDS. 
The   office   has    a   large    and    valuable    map    of   the    mili- 
tary   lots     comprised    in    Allegany    and    Garrett    counties, 
which  were  awarded  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Mary- 
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land  Line  for  their  services  during  the  Revolution.  There- 
are  on  this  map  four  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  lots 
of  fifty  acres  each,  besides  sundry  tracts  which  had  been 
patented,  and  which  were  laid  off  by  Francis  Deakins> 
appointed  under  a  resolution  passed  by  the  General  Assembly 
in  1787  to  survey  and  return  a  general  plot  of  the  State 
westward  of  Fort  Cumberland.  The  extreme  western  section 
of  Garrett  county,  known  as  the  Glade  District,  is  composed 
mostly  of  military  lots.  The  town  of  Oakland,  fifty-six  miles 
west  of  Cumberland,  is  located  on  a  fift^-acre  lot.  That 
portion  of  Allegany  and  Garrett  counties  which  was  laid  off  in 
lots  and  assigned  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolution 
has  been  developed  by  the  construction  of  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Railroad,  and  the  West  Virginia,  Central  and  Pittsburg 
Railroad,  and  the  location  of  the  Deer  Park  and  Oakland 
hotels,  and  the  discovery  and  development  of  valuable  coal 
mines  and  timber  lands.  As  the  land  has  increased  in  value  the 
demand  for  it  has  become  greater;  titles  are  subjected  to  legal 
ordeal,  and  the  representatives  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  " 
the  Revolution  are  beginning  to  look  after  titles  to  land  which 
they  formerly  thought  valueless  and  of  little  importance- 
Escheat  patents  have  been  obtained  on  many  of  the  lots  which 
have  been,  and  will  continue  to  be,  a  fruitful  source  of  litiga- 
tion as  the  lots  increase  in  value.  Most  of  the  litigation  that 
has  occurred  before  the  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office  for 
many  years  past  has  been  from  Allegany  and  Garrett  counties, 
and  especially  from  that  section  in  which  the  military  lots  are 
situated.  The  Land  Office,  important  to  every  part  of  the 
State  because  it  contains  the  patents  and  the  original  tenures 
by  which  all  land  is  held  in  Maryland,  becomes  in  Allegany 
and  Garrett  counties,  where  the  titles  to  land  are  yet  unsettled 
and  disturbed,  almost  a  vital  necessity. 

The  "Military  Lots  to  the  westward  of  Fort  Cumberland" 
continue  to  be  a  source  of  some  trouble  to  the  Land  Office,  as 
well  as  of  litigation  in  the  courts,  and  it  is  difficult  at  times  to 
decide  what  course  to  pursue  when  application  is  made  for 
warrants  to  affect  them.      It  is  probably  safe  to  say  that  every 
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one  of  the  4,165  lots  awarded  in  1788  has  since  that  time  been 
granted  by  the  State  chiefly  in  pursuance  of  escheat  warrants. 
A  large  number  have  been  so  granted  by  more  than  one  patent,, 
conflicting  claims  have  been  created  by  the  State's  own  action, 
and  applications  are  still  made  for  escheat  warrants  to  affect 
them  for  want  of  the  heirs  of  the  party — settler  or  soldier — to 
whom  they  were  originally  awarded.  The  practice  of  the 
Land  Office  has  from  the  beginning  been  to  issue  a  warrant 
when  applied  for,  as  a  matter  of  course.  In  the  case  of  Arm- 
strong vs.  Bittinger  et  a/.,  (47  Md.  Rep.  103),  the  Court  of 
Appeals  decided  that  the  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office 
should  refuse  to  issue  a  patent  when  the  records  of  the  office 
show  a  prior  grant  of  the  land.  Upon  the  strength  of  this 
case  the  practice  in  regard  to  the  issue  of  warrants  has  been 
slightly  modified.  When  application  is  filed  an  examination 
of  the  record  of  the  Military  Lots  is  made,  and  if  it  appears 
that  a  patent  has  been  issued  for  it  the  warrant  is  refused.  It 
would  be  manifestly  unjust  to  allow  a  party  to  incur  the 
expense  of  office  fees  and  a  survey  when  the  Commissioner 
knew  that  there  was  an  insuperable  bar  to  his  granting  a  patent 
for  the  land.  These  lands  present  a  problem.  Large  tracts  of 
them  have  been  abandoned  for  years,  but  the  "vested  rights" 
of  the  grantees  of  the  State  and  their  heirs  remain,  preventing 
a  grant  to  desiring  purchasers,  and  yet  liable  to  be  acquired  by 
possessory  title  by  some  undeserving  squatter. 

By  a  comparison  of  the  foregoing  statistics  with  those  re- 
ported in  past  years,  it  will  be  observed,  that  so  far  from  de- 
creasing with  the  lapse  of  years,  as  might  naturally  have  been 
expected,  the  work  of  this  office  has  been  very  materially 
increased. 

The  rearrangement  of  the  certificates  of  survey  and  chan- 
cery papers,  and  the  indexing  thereof,  begun  by  my  prede- 
cessor, has  been  continued;  a  number  of  caveat  cases  have 
been  heard  and  determined,  and  the  various  decisions  have 
been  apparently  acquiesced  in,  as  no  appeals  have  been  taken;: 
and  a  voluminous  amount  of  correspondence,  which  steadily 
increases,  has  very  largely  taxed  the  time  and  attention  of  the 
Commissioner  and  his  assistant. 
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BOUNDARIES   AND    MUSEUM. 

My  predecessor,  in  his  reports,  repeated^  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Legislature  to  the  inadequate  space  of  this  office 
to  accommodate  the  museum,  and  recommended  its  donation 
to  the  Maryland  Academy  of  Sciences  in  Baltimore.  Since 
liis  last  report,  in  pursuance  of  this  recommendation,  the 
General  Assembly  has  authorized  said  donation,  and  the 
entire  collection  has  accordingly  been  transferred  to  the  keep- 
ing of  said  corporation.  In  appendix  No.  3  will  be  found  a 
list  of  all  documents,  maps,  etc.,  on  file  in  the  L,and  Office 
relating  to  the  boundaries  of  the  State. 

STATE  RECORDS  IN  POSSESSION  OF  THE  MARYLAND 
HISTORICAL   SOCIETY. 

In  appendix  No.  2  will  be  found  a  list  of  all  the  records 
belonging  to  the  Land  Office  now  in  the  possession  of  the 
Maryland  Historical  Society,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
of  1882,  chapter  138. 

ANCIENT   SEALS. 

All  of  the  ancient  seals  of  the  Province  and  State,  with  one 
•exception,  are  preserved  intact.  Many  years  ago  the  seal 
used  by  the  Register  of  the  Eastern  Shore  Land  Office,  when 
there  existed  a  division  between  the  Eastern  and  Western 
Shores,  was,  in  some  manner  unknown,  abstracted.  The 
present  Commissioner  has  set  on  foot  in  Talbot  county  and 
elsewhere  numerous  inquiries  looking  to  the  recovery  of  this 
missing  seal,  but  so  far  without  result.  This  unpleasant  inci- 
dent has  suggested  to  the  Commissioner  the  propriety  of  the 
adoption  of  a  more  secure  method  of  preserving  these  seals, 
and  he  respectfully  asks  for  authority  to  purchase,  or  have 
constructed,,  an  appropriate  cabinet  in  which  all  the  seals  can 
be  securely  preserved  together,  so  that  they  cannot  be  stolen, 
or  if  so,  they  must  all  go  together,  thus  largely  increasing  the 
chances  of  detection  and  the  ultimate  recovery  of  this  pecu- 
liarly interesting  property  of  the  State. 
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THE    CHANCERY    RECORDS. 


An  index  of  the  Chancery  Records  is  much  needed.  It  is 
easy  to  find  a  case  if  the  name  of  the  complainant  is  known, 
but  this  is  not  always  within  the  inquirer's  knowledge,  and 
in  several  instances  it  has  been  impossible  to  furnish  the  de- 
sired information.  The  Court  of  Chancery  was  abolished 
more  than  forty  years  ago,  and  there  is  no  one  now  living 
who,  in  cases  of  uncertainty,  can  give  a  clue  to  the  records. 
There  are  many  calls  for  information  contained  in  these 
records,  and  an  index  of  the  names  of  decedents,  mortgagors, 
tenants  in  common  and  others,  whose  lands  were  affected  by 
the  proceedings  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  would  be  of  very 
great  value.  It  would  not  be  a  very  voluminous  work,  but  it 
would  take  time  and  care  to  prepare  it. 

A  painstaking  study  of  the  condition  of  the  office,  so  far  as 
it  affects  the  daily  work  and  the  convenience  of  those  who 
have  business  with  it  and  careful  consideration  of  the  subject, 
have  convinced  the  Commissioner  of  the  necessity  of  the 
improved  office  fixtures  and  of  the  several  indexes  men- 
tioned. If  objection  be  made  to  the  cost,  the  answer  is  that 
a  public  office,  if  necessary  at  all,  should  be  conducted  for  the 
substantial  benefit  of  the  people,  and  that  is  not  possible  in 
these  modern  days  with  antiquated  appliances  and  slipshod 
methods.  And  in  the  long  run  it  will  be  found  to  be  wise 
economy  to  supply  the  best  facilities  for  the  conduct  of  the 
public  business.  It  is,  furthermore,  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  preservation  of  these  important  public  records.  Less 
hesitancy  is  felt  in  suggesting  these  expenditures,  because  for 
more  than  twenty  years  not  a  dollar  has  been  appropriated  to 
improve  the  condition  of  the  Land  Office,  and  the  contem- 
plated improvements  would  make  the  Land  Office,  in  every 
respects,  a  useful  and  efficient  department  of  the  State  gov- 
ernment. 

CERTIFICATES  UPON  WHICH  COMPOSITION  IS  DUE. 

There  is  another  class  of  cases  in  which  great  injustice  is 
done  to  the  State.      Parties  obtain  warrants  and  have  certifi- 
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cates  of  Survey  returned  to  the  Land  Office  under  which  they 
enter  into  possession  of  the  land  but  make  no  further  effort  to 
perfect  their  titles  by  obtaining  patents.  This  holding  ripens 
into  a  possessory  title,  the  State  is  defrauded  of  the  purchase 
money,  and,  as  the  lands  do  not  get  upon  the  assessment  books, 
the  parties  enjoy  them  without  the  payment  of  taxes. 

Since  my  last  report  I  have  been  fortunate  in  collecting 
for  the  State  more  than  $900  due  for  composition  and  fees 
on  old  certificates;  and  other  bills  are  now  in  the  hands  of 
competent  attorneys  for  collection. 

SUGGESTIONS. 

The  Legislature  having  in  view  the  best  interests  of  all  the 
people  of  the  State,  is  urgently  requested  to  notice  and  heed 
the  aforegoing  remarks  on  the  necessity  of  passing  such  bills 
as  will  conduce  to  the  efficient  working  of  the  Land  Office, 
and  the  preservation  of  the  papers  valuable  to  every  citizen 
of  the  State. 

The  Chancer}-  records  should  be  indexed  as  proposed  by 
my  predecessor;  in  fact,  I  know  of  no  change  recommended 
by  him  which  does  not  meet  my  approval.  An  assistant  to 
the  Chief  Clerk  is  of  vital  importance,  and  if  the  office — now  a 
necessity — is  to  be  kept  in  existence  the  State  must  aid  it  by 
liberal  appropriations,  and  make  it  the  equal  of  any  in  the 
country.  The  fees  for  search  and  copy  should  be  as  large  as. 
other  States,  while  at  present  the}'  are  not  one-half.  During 
the  session  of  the  last  Legislature  I  drafted  four  bills  all  of 
which  were  considered  necessary,  not  only  by  me,  but  by 
those  preceding  me,  and  yet  no  action  was  taken  upon  any  of 
them. 

The  Commissioners,  having  called  the  Legislature  to  the 
requirements  needed  for  the  Land  Office,  and  receiving  no  aid 
whatever,  leave  the  blame  where  it  rightfully  belongs,  to  the 
representatives  of  the  people. 

CLERICAL     FORCE. 

The  clerical  force  in  my  office  consisting  of  Messrs.  George 
H,  Shafer,  chief  clerk;  Arthur  F.  Smith  and  Charles  M.  M. 
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Wingate,  the  index  clerks,  have  rendered  me  faithful  and  in- 
telligent assistance  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties  as  Commis- 
sioner, and  to  whom  I  make  official  acknowledgment  of  my 
indebtedness.  The  services  of  Mr.  George  H.  Shafer,  chief 
clerk,  have  been  invaluable  to  the  State  owing  to  his  long 
incumbency  and  familiarity  with  the  records;  and  I  would 
suggest  that  the  Commissioner  be  allowed  to  appoint  some 
competent  person  to  assist  him  with  his  duties,  now  grown 
onerous  on  account  of  the  voluminous  correspondence — and 
numerous  copies  of  papers  always  in  demand — who  could  at 
the  same  time  be  employed  in  continuing  the  indexing,  num- 
bering and  jacketing  of  the  twelve  or  fifteen  thousand  bundles 
of  chancery  papers  and  about  fifty  thousand  certificates  of 
survey,  which  work  I  earnestly  recommend  as  it  will  afford 
an  easy  and  rapid  reference  to  them,  and  protect  them  from 
the  ravages  of  time  and  rough  handling.  The  assistant 
could  at  the  same  time  familiarize  himself  with  the  work  of 
the  chief  clerk  and  be  competent  to  take  his  place  in  case  of 
protracted  sickness  or  death. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WM.  O.  MITCHELL, 

Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office.  * 


20 

Appendix  No.  1. 

LAND     OFFICE    RECORDS. 

Series  Nos.  i  to  23,  Patents,  Certificates,  Warrants, 
Assignments,  Petitions  and  Court  Proceedings, 
1638-1695 23  Vols. 

Liber  A.    B.  &  H.,  Patents,    1646-1654  

Q.  Patents,  Certificates,  Warrants,  etc,  1658... 

C.  B.   Nos.  2  and  3,   Patents,  1680- 1683 

J.  B.  &  J.  L.,  No.  C,  Patents,  1684-1700 

S.  D.,  No.  A.,    Patents,    1683-1684 

N.  S.,  Nos.  B  and  2,  Patents,  1683-1688 

W.  D.  Patents,   1689-1706 

D.  S.,  No.  F.,  Warrants,  Assignments  and 
Patents,   1685- 1706 

B.  B.,  No.  3  A,  Patents  and  Certificates, 
1 686- 1697 

C.  C,  No.  4,    Patents    and   Certificates,  1696- 

l699 • 

D.  D.,  Patents  and  Certificates,  1696 

C.  Patents  and   Certificates,  1694-1695 

D.  D.,  No.  5,  Certificates,  Assignments,  &c, 
1700-1713 

E.  E.,   No.  6,   Patents    and  Certificates,  1713- 

1715 

F.  F.,  No.  7,  Patents  and  Certificates,  1713- 
1721 . 

P.  E-,  Nos.  2  to  8,  Patents,   1706-1734 

R.  Y.,  No.  1,  Patents,   1714 

C.  E.,  No.  1,  Patents,  1715-1722 

J.  L,.,  Nos.  A.  and  B.,  Certificates  and  Assign- 
ments,  1719-1733 2 

A.  M.,  No.  1,  Certificates  and  Assignments, 
1728-1735 1 

E.J.,  Nos.  1  to  6,  Patents  and  Certificates, 
1732-1743 6 

L,.  G.,  Nos.  B,  C,  &E,  Certificates  and  Assign- 
ments,  1743-1745 3 
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Liber  P.  T.,   Nos.  i  and  2,    Patents,    1743-1746 2    Vols. 

B.  T.  &  B.  Y.,  No.  3,  Patents,   1745-1747 1 

T.  J.,  Nos.  1,  3  and  4,  Patents  and  Certifi- 
cates,   1747-1751 3 

B.  Y.  &  G.  S.,  Nos.  1  to  5,  Patents,  Certifi- 
cates,  etc.,    1746-1751 5 

Y.  &  S.,  Nos.  6  to  8,  Certificates  and  Patents, 

I75I-I754 3 

G.  &  S.,  Nos.  1  and  2,  Certificates  and  Patents 

1752-1755  2 

B.  C.  &  G.  S.,  Nos.  1  to  52,  Patents,  Certifi- 
cates,  1754-1756  52 

J.  C,  Nos.  A  to  S,  Patents  and  Certificates, 
1 782-1 809 18 

J.  K.,  Nos.  T.  &  U.,  Patents  and  Certificates, 
1805-1811 2 

J.  B.,Nos.  A.  to  G.,  Patents  and   Certificates, 

1811-1823 7 

J.  B.  &   G.  G.  B.,   No.  H.,    Certificates,  1824- 

1829 1 

G.  G.  B.,  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  Patents  and  Certificates, 

1 828-1842 3 

General   Indices  to  above  Records 7 

Liber  G.  G.  B.,  Nos.  4  to  8,  Patents  and  Certificates, 

1806-1857 6 

"      W.  L-  W.  S.,  Nos.  2  and  3,  Patents  and  Cer- 
tificates,   1861-1871 2 

G.  L.  L.  D.,  No.  1,  Certificates,  1826-1877 1 

"      J.  M.,  No.  1,  Patents,   1854-1861 r 

W.   R.   H.,    No.    A,    Maryland   and  Virginia 

Boundary  and  Lighthouses,  1877  1 

W.  R.  H.,  No.  1,   Patents,    1872-1882  1 

W.  R.  H.,  No.  1,    Certificates,    1871-1877 1 

"       W.  R.  H.,   No.  2,   Patents,    1883 1 

W.  R.  H.,  No.  i,   Warrants,  1880 1 

"      J.  T.  S.,   No.    1,  Certificates,    1888  1 

Warrants,  Assignments,  Petitions,  etc.,  1661-1879 71 
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Eastern    Shore    Records,    Patents    and  Certificates, 

1796-1842 8    \Tols. 

General  Indices  to  Warrants 5       " 

Eastern    Shore  Warrants,   Assignments,    etc.,    1781- 

1842 15       " 

Rent  Rolls 49 

Appendix  No.  2. 

Records  belonging  to  the  Land  Office,  now  in  the 
possession  of  the  Maryland  Historical  Society, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  1882,  chapter 
138. 

Upper  House  Journals,    1659-1777 14  Vols. 

Lower    House  Journals,  1676-1763  , 14 

Assembl}'  Proceedings,    1637-1774 8 

Journal  of  Senate,    1783 1 

Journals  of  House  of  Delegates,  1777-1780 3 

Council   Proceedings,  &c,  1636-1791 21 

Commissions,  1726-1786 3 

Maryland  Archives,  1682-1785 1 

Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  1728-1752 1 

Letter  Books,  1756- 1793 8 

Board  of  Revenue,  1768-1775 1 

Entry  Book,  1771 1 

Invoice  Books,    1 771 -1776 1 

Postage  Book,    1774-1777 1 

Ledger  B,  No.  2,  1780-1782 1 

Day  Book,  1784-1786 1 

Proprietary  Papers,    1 701 -1776 6 

Church  Vestry  Papers,  various  periods 2 

Proprietary  Papers,  relative   to   Indians,  1638- 1764, 

and  Correspondence,  1744-1764 1 

Correspondence  of  Lord  Baltimore  and  Officers  of  the 

British  Crown,    etc 1 

Papers  in  the  case  of  the  designed  arrest  of  Gov- 
ernor Eden,  etc 1 

Minutes  of  Maryland  Convention,  1775 1 


Minutes  of  Council  of  Safety,  Instructions  and  Cor- 
respondence of  Maryland  Delegates  in  Congress, 
etc.,  1776-1790  32    Vols. 

Sixty-two  letters   from    General  Washington,    1777- 

1799 r 

Letters  from  General  Small  wood,  1777-1782 1       " 

Letters    from    Generals   Gist    and    O.    H.   Williams, 

I775-I73I  1 

Miscellaneous  Papers,  1 777-1 797 5 

Military  Correspondence,  1779-1781 1 

Printed  Broadsides.., 1 

Maryland  Stock  in  Bank  of  England 1 

Maryland  Bank  Stock  in  England 1 

Papers  concerning  losses  during  Revolutionary  War, 

and  Information  about  British  Property 1       " 

Liber  C.  &  W.  H.,  1638-1678. 

"     W.  H.  &  L-,  1640-1692. 

"     L.  L.,  No.  1,  1692. 

"     L.  L.,  No.  2,  1692-1704. 

"     L.  L.,  No.  3,  1704-1710. 

Appendix   No.  3. 

BOUNDARIES. 

I.  Maryland,  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware. 

Report  of  Commissioners,  1850.     Three  copies. 

Report  of  Lieutenant  Graham. 

Map  of  the  Line,  as  run  by  Lieutenant  Graham. 

II.    Maryland  and  Pennsylvania. 

Agreement  between  Charles  Lord  Baltimore  and  John, 
Thomas  and  Richard  Penn,  of  May  10,  1732,  and  the  Com- 
mission to  the  Pennsylvania  Commissioners  of  May  12,  1732. 
(Printed). 

Agreement  between  Lord  Baltimore  and  Thomas  and  Rich- 
ard Penn,  of  July  4,  1760.     (Parchment,  worn). 
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Commission  to  Horatio  Sharpe  and  others,  Maryland  Com- 
missioners, under  foregoing  agreement.  (Parchment,  in  fair 
condition). 

Minutes  of  the  Joint  Commissioners  of  Lord  Baltimore  and 
the  Penns,  November  19,  1760,  to  November  9,  1768. 

Minutes   of  Commissioners   April   30,   1762,  to  August  30, 

1763- 
Field  Notes  and  Journal  of  the  Surveys  of  Lord   Baltimore 

and  the  Penns  for  the  year  1761. 

Original  Astronomical  Observations  and  Journal  of  Mason 
and  Dixon,  November  15,  1763,  to  October  4,  1767. 

III.    Maryland  and  Virginia. 

Correspondence  of  the  Joint  Commissioners  under  the  Acts 
of  March  and  Ma}*,  1852,  and  of  March,  i860. 

A. —  Western  Boundary. 

Measurements  of  the  Meredian,  original  notes  by  Daser, 
i860,  Books  1  and  2. 

Astronomy,  1859,  Lieutenant  Michler. 

Data  used  in  Compilation  of  Maps  from  Fairfax  Stone  to 
Pennsylvania  Line,  1859,  I86o,  1861. 

Original  Astronomical  Computations. 

Original  Notes  of  Survey,  Books  1,  2,  3,  4. 

Atlas  of  Western  Boundary,  26  plates,  by  Lieutenant 
Michler. 

B . — East  of  the  Bay  and  the  Southern  Boundary. 

Data  used  in  the  Compilation  of  the  Maps,  1859. 
Survey  Books,  1858.     No.  1,  Commencing  at  Chincoteague 
Bay;  No.  2,  Commencing  at  Pocomoke  River. 

Field  Books  (Theodolite),   Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  Lieut.   Michler. 
The  Black-Jenkins  Award  (Map),  1877. 
Smith's  Point  to  Atlantic  Ocean  (Map),  1883. 


Winthrop   and   Lee's  Map  of  the  Boundary  Line  between 
Dorchester  and  Somerset  counties,  i860. 
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